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MARICOPA COUNTY ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH CODE

CHAPTER VI

BATHING PLACES - PUBLIC AND
SEMIPUBLIC SWIMMING POOLS

SECTION 9

HYDROTHERAPY POOLS SPAS

In addition to complying with the Regulations in SectionS 1 through 7, with the exception of Section 6,
Regulation 9, of this Chapter, hydrotherapy swimming pools SPAS shall comply with the following Regulations.

REGULATION 1. Depth

SPAS Hydrotherapy pools shall have a maximum depth of 42 inches.  The bottom shall have a maximum
slope of one foot in 10 feet and be finished with a non-slip surface.  A set of entrance steps and handrails shall be
installed. All steps, benches or other projections from the walls shall be outlined on the top surface edges by a
continuous line of dark SHARPLY contrasting colored tile or other suitable material that is clearly visible from the
edge of the pool.

REGULATION 2. Circulation  

SPAS Hydrotherapy pools shall have a maximum turnover cycle of one hour.THIRTY
MINUTES.  A separate water recirculation and disinfection system FROM ANY OTHER
POOL OR SPA shall be installed for hydrotherapy pools SPAS.  Therapy heads or other devices
which create roiling water or other similar effects may not be connected to the recirculation
system, but must be operated through a separate system.  A waste outlet DUAL main drainS shall
be provided.  Skimmers shall be provided at the rate of one (1) skimmer for each 200 square feet
of pool surface.  Skimmer flow rates shall be the same as required for swimming pools.  Where
only one skimmer is provided, the main drainS may be connected through the skimmer.  Inlets
shall be provided on a basis of at least one for each 15 feet of pool periphery.  Where three or
more inlets are required they shall be on a closed loop piping system.

REGULATION 3. Walkways

A minimum of four (4) feet of deck shall be provided on at least two (2) contiguous sides of the pool and 50
percent of the periphery.  When applicable, the remaining deck shall not be more than eight (8) inches in width and
shall be designed to preclude its use as a walkway.

REGULATION 4. Drains

A MINIMUM OF 2 SUCTION OUTLETS SHALL BE PROVIDED FOR EACH
PUMP IN A SUCTION OUTLET SYSTEM FOR A PUBLIC OR SEMIPUBLIC OR SPA.
THE SUCTION OUTLETS SHALL BE SEPARATED BY A MINIMUM OF 3 FEET OR
LOCATED ON 2 DIFFERENT PLANES [E.G. 1 SUCTION OUTLET ON THE BOTTOM
AND 1 ON A VERTICAL WALL OR 1 SUCTION OUTLET EACH ON 2 SEPARATE
VERTICAL WALLS] AS LONG AS THE 3 FOOT SEPARATION IS ALWAYS
MAINTAINED.  THE SUCTION OUTLETS SHALL BE PLUMBED TO DRAW WATER
THROUGH THEM SIMULTANEOUSLY THROUGH A COMMON LINE TO THE
PUMP.  SUCTION OUTLETS SHALL BE PLUMBED TO ELIMINATE THE
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POSSIBILITY OF ENTRAPPING SUCTION.  All drains and outlets of hydrotherapy pools
SPAS must have plumbing provisions so as to relieve any possibility of entrapping suction.  The
total velocity through grate openings shall not exceed 2 feet per second.

REGULATION 5. Disinfection

Gaseous chlorine shall not be used for the disinfection of hydrotherapy pools SPAS.

REGULATION 6. Separation Walls

Where a hydrotherapy pool SPA is located contiguous with a swimming pool, the separating wall shall be
designed to preclude its use as a walkway unless the minimum required walkway widths can be maintained.

REGULATION 7. TEMPERATURE

           THE TEMPERATURE OF HEATED WATER COMING INTO A PUBLIC OR
SEMIPUBLIC SPA SHALL NOT EXCEED 104°F.

REGULATION 8. TIMER

           THE TIMER FOR A PUBLIC OR SEMIPUBLIC SPA WHICH CONTROLS
THE HYDROTHERAPY JETS SHALL BE LOCATED AT LEAST 5 FEET FROM THE
SPA AND SHALL HAVE A MAXIMUM TIME LIMIT OF 15 MINUTES.

REGULATION 9. AIR BLOWER AND AIR INDUCTION SYSTEMS

AN AIR BLOWER SYSTEM OR AIR INDUCTION SYSTEM FOR A PUBLIC OR SEMIPUBLIC
SPA SHALL COMPLY WITH THE FOLLOWING REQUIREMENTS:

A. THE SYSTEM SHALL PREVENT WATER BACKFLOW WHICH COULD CAUSE AN
ELECTRICAL SHOCK HAZARD;

B. AIR INTAKE SOURCES SHALL NOT INTRODUCE WATER, DIRT, OR
CONTAMINANTS INTO THE SPA;

C. THE SYSTEM SHALL BE PROPERLY SIZED FOR A COMMERCIAL SPA
APPLICATION;

D. IF THE AIR BLOWER IS INSTALLED WITHIN AN ENCLOSURE OR INDOORS,
THEN ADEQUATE VENTILATION SHALL BE PROVIDED; AND

E. INTEGRAL AIR PASSAGES SHALL BE PRESSURE TESTED AND SHALL PROVIDE
STRUCTURAL INTEGRITY TO A VALUE OF 1½ TIMES THE INTENDED
WORKING PRESSURE.

REGULATION 10. DEPTH MARKERS

DEPTH MARKERS FOR A PUBLIC OR SEMIPUBLIC SPA SHALL COMPLY WITH
ALL OF THE FOLLOWING:

A.         A PUBLIC OR SEMIPUBLIC SPA SHALL HAVE PERMANENT DEPTH MARKERS
WITH NUMBERS THAT ARE A MINIMUM OF 4 INCHES HIGH.  DEPTH MARKERS
SHALL BE PLAINLY AND CONSPICUOUSLY VISIBLE FROM ALL POINTS OF
ENTRY.
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B.         THE MAXIMUM DEPTH OF A PUBLIC OR SEMIPUBLIC SPA SHALL BE CLEARLY
INDICATED BY DEPTH MARKERS.

C.         THERE SHALL BE A MINIMUM OF 2 DEPTH MARKERS AT EACH PUBLIC OR
SEMIPUBLIC SPA.

D.         DEPTH MARKERS SHALL BE SPACED AT NO MORE THAN 25 FOOT INTERVALS
AND SHALL BE UNIFORMLY LOCATED AROUND THE PERIMETER OF THE SPA.

E.         DEPTH MARKERS SHALL BE POSITIONED ON THE DECK WITHIN 18 INCHES OF
THE SIDE OF THE SPA.  A DEPTH MARKER SHALL BE POSITIONED SO THAT IT
CAN BE READ BY A PERSON STANDING ON THE DECK FACING THE WATER.

F.          DEPTH MARKERS THAT ARE ON DECK SURFACES SHALL BE MADE OF SLIP-
RESISTANT MATERIAL.

G.         DEPTH MARKERS SHALL BE IN ARABIC NUMERALS OF CONTRASTING COLOR
TO THE BACKGROUND.
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